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(Continued  from  page  186.) 

According  to  the  view,  we  have  already  taken  of  this 
valuable  sermon  and  the  doctrines  embraced  in  it,  the 
/?cacc  and  edification  of  every  orthodox  church  must 
greatly  depend  on  a  steadfast  Christian  adherence  to  her 
ecclesiastical  standards.  These,  her  ministers,  her 
elders,  and  her  members,  have  bound  themselves  to 
support ;  and  regardless  of  all  the  cry  about  bigotry 
and  intolerance  ;  these,  as  she  values  her  peace  and 
prosperity,  she  must  guard  with  a  jealous  eye,  and 
maintain  with  unyielding  firmness.  No  one,  and  espe¬ 
cially  no  minister,  has  a  right  to  cross  the  threshhold  of 
her  communion,  without  a  candid  and  hearty  assent  to 
her  system  of  doctrines.  An  examination  of  the  con¬ 
stitution  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  will  convince 
our  readers  that  such  assent,  formally  and  in  writing, 
is  required  from  all  who  officiate  in  her  pulpits,  whe¬ 
ther  candidates  or  ministers.— For  this  laudable  prac¬ 
tice,  the  sermon  before  us  makes  an  able  apology  > 
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which  we  trust  will  invigorate  the  zeal,  of  both  minis¬ 
ters  and  people,  in  contending  for  the  faith  once  deliver¬ 
ed  to  the  mints. 

“  Much  recent  altercation  has  taken  place  in  the 
church  on  the  subject  of  creeds  and  confessions.  It 
has  not  been  unfrequently  intimated,  that  narrow  heart¬ 
ed  bigots  have  substituted  them  for  the  Bible^  and  have 
made  them  of  equal,  if  not  superior,  authority.  It  has 
also  been,  not  obscurely,  hinted,  that  it  was  time  that 
they  should  be  brushed  away  wdth  the  rubbish  and  tra¬ 
ditions  of  former  ages  ;  and  that  men  should  drink  their 
waters  immediately  and  solely  from  the  pure  fountain¬ 
head.” 

I  cannot  now  present  my  hearers  with  a  history 
of  the  introduction  of  creeds  and  confessions  in  the 
Christian  church.  Suffice  it  to  say,  that  the}*  were 
early  introduced,  and  that  the  object  of  their  introduc¬ 
tion  was  to  preserve  the  unity  of  the  spirit  in  the  bond 
of  peace.” 

“  Nothing  has  been  so  perverted  by  erring  men,  even 
in  the  plainest  matters,  as  the  Bible.  No  fancy,  no 
folly,  no  downright  contradiction  to  that  sacred  book, 
that  imbecility  or  wickedness  could  invent  ;  but  has  at 
one  time  or  other  been  substituted  for  truth,  and  palm¬ 
ed  upon  the  Bible.” 

“  Is  it  to  be  w  ondered  at,  under  these  circumstances, 
that  holy  men  of  God,  learned  in  the  Scriptures,  have 
deemed  it  their  dutv.  both  in  church  council  and  on 
their  own  responsibility,  to  draw*  up  summaries  of 
Christian  doctrine  in  thc-ffirm  of  catechisms  or  confes¬ 
sions.” 
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If  these  catechisms  and  confessions  were  realiv 
substituted  for  the  Holy  Scriptures,  as  has  been  said, 
they  ought  to  be  hurled  without  delay,  without  distinc¬ 
tion,  and  without  remorse,  from  the  church  of  God. 
But  is  this  the  case  ?  We  answer,  Xo — certainly  it  is 
not.  Does  not  the  whole  Protestant  world  read  the 
Bible  ?  Is  it  not  almost  the  very  first  book  that  is  put 
into  the  hands  of  our,  children  ?  Do  we  not  hear  the 
voice  of  Christ,  “  solarch  the  Scriptures,”  reiterated 
from  church  to  church  throughout  all  Protestant  Chris¬ 
tendom  ?  Are  not  Bible  Societies  employed  in  almost  eve¬ 
ry  section  of  the  Christian  church,  in  translating  and  mul¬ 
tiplying  the  copies  of  the  Scriptures,  and  in  circulating 
them  in  every  direction,  without  note  or  comment  ?” 

What  are  our  catechisms  and  confessions  of  faith, 
but  systems  of  truth  professing  to  be  drawm  from  the 
Bible  ?  What  is  their  test,  but  the  Bible  ?  What  is 
their  appeal,  but  to  the  Bible  ?  And  what  is  their  worth, 
but  in  conformity  to  the  Bible  ?  No  man  in  this  coun¬ 
try  has  the  creed  of  another  forced  upon  his  conscience  ; 
but  every  man  judges  for  himself,  and  compares  creeds 
and  confessions  with  the  standard  of  all  truth,  “To  the 
la^v  and  to  the  testimony  ;  if  they  speak  not  according 
to  these  things,  it  is  because  there  is  no  light  in  them*.” 
But  of  what  use,  then,  it  may  be  asked,  are  confessions 
and  creeds,  and  why  must  we  receive  the  truth  second¬ 
handed,  as  it  were,  when  we  can  have  it  immediately 
from  God  ?  We  observe,  in  reply,  that  even  in  pen¬ 
ning  the  Scriptures,  God  has  employed  human  instru¬ 
mentality.  Even  in  the  original  Scriptures,  holy  men 
if  God  spake,  and,  we  may  add,  wrote  as  they  were  in¬ 
spired  by  the  Holy  Ghost.  The  same  agency,  without 
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Inspiration,  has  been  used  by  the  same  God  in  transti 
ting  them.  Men  have  also  been  employed  in  all  ages 
to  preach,  or  expound  them  to  the  people  ;  and  their 
catechisms  and  confessions  contain  the  substance  of 
iheir  expositions,  well  suited,  as  helps  to  «nge  and  youth, 
^0  aid  them  in  the  study  of  heavenly  science  ;  serving 
io  classify  divine  truth,  and  assist  us  in  its  attainment, 
as  systems  of  astronomy  classify  the  starry  heavens,  to 
teach  astronomy  ;  and  systems  of  geography  divide  and 
classify  kingdoms  and  states,  that  we  may  understand 
ihe  divisions  of  the  earth.  Gold  is  gold  wherever  it 
may  be  found  ;  whether  it  be  immediately  dug  from  the 
mine,  or  washed  upon  the  strand  :  and  truth  is  truth, 
whether  it  be  found  in  the  Bible,  or  in  catechisms  and 
confessions  of  faith.  But  again,  how  shall  two  walk  to¬ 
gether,  except  they  be  agreed  ?  Can  we  blend  all 
principles  and  practices,  professed  to  be  drawn  from 
the  Holy  Oracles  ?  Can  we  bind  together  materials 
the  most  discordant  in  the  world,  and  then  worship  God 
in  that  discord  ?  No,  it  cannot  be.  In  essential  things 
at  least,  men  must  see  eye  to  eye,  or  they  cannot  com¬ 
fortably  be  united  in  a  church  state.” 

This  principle  is  recognized  by  heaven  itself; 
hence  we  are  told,  that  when  the  great  time  of  Chris¬ 
tian  union  shall  arrive,  that  men  shall  see  eye  to  eye, 
and  that  this  very  fact  will  result  in  the  most  delightful 
harmony  of  principle  and  action.” 

“  In  the  mean  time,  nothing  can  be  said  against  creeds 
and  confessions,  which  will  not  equally  operate  against 
the  preaching  of  the  Gospel,  as  well  as  against  all  those 
pious  and  learned  works  on  biblical  and  experimental 
fiteraturo,  w  hich  have  been  published  from  age  to  ago. 
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for  the  edification  of  mankind.  As  to  the  act  of  sub¬ 
scribing  to  these  formulas,  1  would  observe,  that  as 
such  subscription  is,  and  always  must  be,  entirely  op¬ 
tional  on  the  part  of  the  subscriber,  he  has  no  right  to 
complain  that  the  body  receiving  him  requires  such 
subscription  ;  nor  has  he  any  right  to  complain  of  in¬ 
tolerance,  if  he  should  be  rejected  for  the  w^ant  of  con¬ 
formity  to  the  doctrines  contained  in  such  formulas  ; 
for  every  society  is  the  best  judge  of  the  qualifications 
of  its  members,  and  has  an  unquestionable  right  to  de¬ 
termine  what  requisites  they  must  possess,  and  what 
will,  or  will  not,  comport  in  them,  with  the  general 
good.-’ 

Our  readers,  attached  to  the  truth,  as  it  is  in  Jesus, 
and  friendly  to  the  peace  and  order  of  the  church,  will 
extend  to  us  a  cheerful  pardon  for  the  length  of  this 
extract.  By  reaciu  g,  in  connection  with  what  we  have 
now  laid  before  them,  our  first  quotation  in  the  4th 
number,’^  they  will  have  a  full  view’  of  the  importance 
of  church  standards,  and  of  the  reasonableness,  as  w^ell 
as  necessity,  of  demanding  assent  to  them  from  all  who 
solicit  fellowship,  and  especially  from  those  who  ex¬ 
pect  to  labour  in  word  and  doctrine.  The  subject  of 
subscriptions  to  ecclesicistical  standards  is  of  peculiar 
importance,  amidst  the  changes  and  speculations  of  the 
present  day  ;  and,  as  no  church  in  this  country  has, 
perhaps,  been  more  cautio.’s  and  explicit  on  this  point 
than  the  respectable  denomination  to  which  the  author 
of  the  sermon  before  us  belongs,  we  shall  but  exhibit 
his  consistency  and  fidelity,  as  well  as  gratify  our  read¬ 
ers  by  indulging  in  a  few  remarks  on  the  subject. 

•  Page  184. 
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The  conduct  of  erroribis  in  relation  to  the  standards 
of  orthodox  churches,  is  indeed  a  topick  of  intense 
interest,  and  affords  room  for  many  curious  yet  painful 
remarks.  When  the  advocates  of  error  have  under¬ 
taken  to  introduce  their  corruptions  into  any  church, 
they  have  found  it  necessary  to  commence  ^vith  {ui 
attack  upon  her  standards,  and  as  a  preliminary  mea¬ 
sure  to  destroy,  or  at  least  to  pervert  them.  The 
% 

great  energy  which  error  has  ever  exerted  against 
creeds  and  confessions  furnishes  incontestible  proof 
of  their  importance  in  the  maintainance  of  truth. — 
Standards,  .are  entitled  to  the  honourable  distinctions 
of  being  enemies  to  innovating  and  false  doctrines. 
The  corrupters  of  bible  truths  have  found  it  so.  When 
Socinianism  was  about  to  pour  forth  its  blasphemies, 
in  the  eastern  sections  of  our  country ;  a  loud  cry  was 
heard  from  the  east  to  the  w^est,  against  creeds  and 
confessions.  They  had  to  be  demolished,  that  thus  the 
mind,  released  from  the  trammels  of  puritanism,  might 
indulge  in  free  inquiry  and  liberal  sentiment.  We  have 
lived  to  witness  the  result  of  that  but  too  successful  at¬ 
tack  on  the  standards  of  the  New  England  churches. 
We  have  lived  to  witness  the  dissemination  in  that  part  of 
our  land,  of  errors  of  almost  every  description,  and 
over)"  grade  of  malignancy  ;  until  the  very  air  wafted 
by  the  breezes  of  heaven  over  the  landing-place  of 
the  PilgriinSy  where  on  bended  knees,  they  ofi'ered  up 
their  praise,  to  the  Three  who  bear  record  in  heaven. 
Father,  Word,  and  Holy  Ghost,  One  God  ; — the  Great 
God  our  Saviour,-— has  become  charged  with  moral 
pestilence* 
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So  bold  an  attack  upon  church  standards  will  proba¬ 
bly  never  be  made  in  this  part  of  our  land — and  if  it 
should,  the  character  of  our  population  will  not  permit 
it  to  succeed — But,  what  cannot  be  effected  by  the 
rude  hand  of  the  destroyer,  may  perhaps  be  accom- 
!  plished  by  the  more  dexterous  hand  of  the  innovating 
I  p:iraj)hrast,  perverting  the  true  sense  and  meaning  of 
I  the  standards  of  our  churches  and  palming  upoii  tliem 
j  the  errors  which  are  designed  to  be  propagated.  Of 
i  this  kind  of  management  the  Christian  community  have 
j  already  witnessed  more  than  one  specimen;  and  some 
!  thing  of  this  kind,  if  we  correctly  understand  the  inti- 
i  mations  thrown  .  out  in  the  sermon  before  us,  and  if 

i 

report  speaks  true,  is  now  going  on  in  the  Dutch 
Church.  A  few  of  her  ministers,  it  appears,  have 
changed  their  sentiments  in  relation  to  certain  points  of 
1  doctrine,  and  thev  now  loo  understand  her  standards 
.  differently  from  what  they  (brinerly  did. — And  it  is 
-  strongly  suspected,  moreover,  that  this  change  of  senti¬ 
ment  has  not  been  induced  by  new’  view^s  of  the  true 
meaning  of  the  standards,  which  they  had  bound  them- 
?  selves  to  support;  but  that  new  views  derived  from 
^  another  source  have  made  it  necessary  to  new-construq 
I  the  catechism,  confession  and  canons  of  that  church. 
Our  attachment  to  the  Dutch  Church,  and  the  precious 
truths  asserted  in  her  standards,  renders  this,  to  us,  a 
subject  of  deep  interest,  and  we  hope  our  readers  will 
not  be  displeased  to  have  us  resume  cur  remarks  on  it. 
in  a  subsequent  number.  X. 
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REVIEW. 

‘‘  The  Eflfectaal  Preacher:  a  Sermon  delivered  io 
the  First  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  in  the  city  of  Al¬ 
bany,  at  the  installation  of  the  Rev.  John  Ludlow,  A. 
M.  August  6th,  1823;  by  Andrew  Yates,  D.  D.  Pro¬ 
fessor  of  Logic  and  Moral  Philosophy,  in  Union  Col- 
% 

lege.  Published  at  the  request  of  the  consistory  of 
said  Church.”  pp.  16.  8vo.  Schenectady,  1823. 

The  text  of  the  preacher  is: — “  Never  man  spake 
like  this  man.”  John  xii.  16. 

His  particulars  are — 

1.  The  authority  with  which  Christ  spoke. 

2.  The  unexampled  simplicity  of  his  style. 

3.  Ills  plainness. 

4.  His  object,  to  influence  the  hearts  and  practice  of 
his  hearers. 

5.  His  feelings  adapted  to  his  subjects^  to  occasions^ 
and  to  his  hearers. 

6.  His  aim  to  promote  the  glory  of  God  and  the  sal¬ 
vation  of  lost  sinners. 

His  inferences  are — 

1.  Reproof  for  attachment  to  human  speculations 
instead  of  divine  truth. 

2.  The  undisguised  communication  of  revealed 
truth  and  duty  is  the  most  successful  kind  of  preaching. 

3.  The  intluence  of  truth  on  the  heart  of  the  preach¬ 
er  is  indispensible  to  his  success.. 

4.  Self-denial  in  a  preacher  is  important. 

We  object  to  the  last  four  of  his  particulars;  not  but 
that  they  are  true  in  themselves  of  the  preaching  cf 
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Christ,  but  because  his  ministers  have  all  these  four 
qualities  of  sermonizing  when  they  are  able  and  faith¬ 
ful.  We  object  to  his  third  inference,  as  incorrect  in 
principle.  God's  truth,  uttered  by  a  minister  of  Christ 
regularly  cloathed  with  the  ministerial  office,  may  be 
effectual  without  grace  in  the  preacher,  however  im¬ 
portant  it  may  be  in  the  discharge  of  his  high  and  holy 
duties.  Caiaphas,  being  high  priest,  prophesied,  and 
uttered  glorious  truths — truths  which  we  fear  our 
preacher  does  not  approve.  It  is  the  Spirit  of  God, 
and  not  the  grace  of  the  preacher,  that  converts  the 
sinner. 

We  were  astonished  that  a  learned  doctor  of  divinity 
and  a  professor  of  logic  and  morals  in  one  of  our  col¬ 
leges  should  preach  a  sermon  from  such  a  text  ami  on 
such  an  occasion,  containing  so  little  gospel  truth,  so 
very  little  important  matter.  But  we  do  i  luch  more 
regret  that  in  a  note  appended  to  page  14,  he  should 
attack,  in  the  way  of  disingenuous  insinuation,  the  very 
vitals  ot  the  Christian  system;  for  we  think  he  does  no 
less.  The  respectable  consistory  of  the  first  Reform¬ 
ed  Dutch  Church  in  Albany,  that  requested  a  copy  of 
the  sermon  for  publication,  are  no  way  responsible  for 
the  errors  insinuated  in  the  note,  as  it  formed  no  part  of 
the  sermon  which  they  heard.  We  give  the  note  en¬ 
tire.  It  is  as  follows: — “  If  we  hold  to  unconditional 
resigmation,  so  as  to  demand  a  willingness  to  be  forever 
an  exile  from  God,  under  his  wrath,  our  principle  is  at 
variance  with  all  the  considerations  in  the  sacred 
volume,  urging  the  duties  of  repentance  on  pain  of 
eternal  ruin.  If  we  hold  views  of  imputation,  which 
support  the  sentiment  advanced,  to  say  the  least,  with 
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great  temerity  by  some,  that  our  blessed  Lord  was  ilct 
greatest  sinner  in  the  worlds  we  contradict  the  Bible 
and  give  great  offence  to  Christians.  If  we  understand  | 
the  atonement  in  such  sense,  as  to  deny  our  commission 
and  refuse  the  gospel  offer  to  all  and  every  creature 
of  the  human  limiily,  we  must  have  departed  from  the 
truth.  If  we  understand  the  spiritual  inability  of  sin¬ 
ners,  to  mean  a  want  of  natural  power,  w^e  make  void 
the  threatenings  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  of  his 
gospel  against  all  despisers  who  finally  perish. 

“  It  affords  peculiar  pleasure  to  be  able  to  state,  that 
the  doctrine  of  our  Dutch  Church  neither  contains  nor 
countenances  principles  like  these.  Neither  do  I 
know  that  they  have  been  introduced  into  the  articles 
of  any  Christian  church.  They  are  only  the  specula¬ 
tions  of  individuals.  Yet  they  may  be  advocated  in 
a  church,  and  even  be  considered  so  important  as  to 
be  made  terms  of  communion.”  This  note  is  attached 
to  the  first  inference,  reproving  an  attachment  to  hu¬ 
man  speculations.  He  places  a  willingness  to  be 
damned  for  the  glory  of  God  at  the  head  of  the  errors 
which  the  note  proposes  to  rebuke,  in  order  to  free 
himself  from  the  suspicion  of  Hopkinsianism,  as  that  is 
known  to  be  one  of  the  tenets  of  many  who  wenr  that 
name.  He  then  attacks  the  doctrine  of  the  transfer  of 
guilt  to  Christ  our  head,  not  openly  and  ingenuoush\ 
but  by  implication.  We  do  indeed  rejoice  that  the 
authority  of  the  judicatories  of  the  Church  to  w  hich 
he  belongs,  the  standards  of  orthodoxy  which  she  has 
adopted,  and  the  state  of  public  sentiment  in  the  Dutch 
Church,  impose  restraints  on  men  of  such  standing  as 
our  learned  doctor,  so  that  they  dare  not  openly  attack 
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the  truth.  After  all  it  is. a  subject  of  deep  regret  that 
even  the  ministers  of  Jesus  do  hold  doctrines  inconsis- 
lent  with  their  ordination  vows,  and  which  they  dare 
not  avow  openly.  We  consider  the  doctrine  of  impu- 
lation,  or  the  doctrine  that  the  Father  laid  on  Christ 
the  iniquities  of  us  all” — that  ‘‘  he  was  made  sin  for  us 
who  knew  no  sin” — that  he  was  made  a  curse  for  us” 
—that  “  he  bore  our  sins  in  his  own  body  on  the  tree” 
—that  ‘‘  he  brought  in  an  everlasting  righteousness” — 
that  ‘Mve  become  the  righteousness  ofGodinhim” — 
that  “  his  righteousness  is  unto  all  and  upon  all  that 
believe” — that  “  by  his  obedience  many  were  made 
righteous,”  &c.  as  the  very  corner  stone  of  the  building 
of  mercy.  Now  this  is  evidently  the  very  doctrine 
he  attacks  and  would  render  odious,  as  if  it  made 
Christ  the  greatest  personal  sinner,  the  most  unholy 
in  his  human  nature  of  all  human  beings.  For  if  his 
representation  means  that  there  was  more  sin  laid  on 
Christ  by  imputation  than  is  charged  to  any  other  man, 
then  it  is  true,  and  this  is  what  Luther  meant,  and  we 
presume  the  doctor  knew  it,  when  he  uttered  the 
phrase  which  is  held  up  to  odium.  If  he  denies  that 
the  sins  of  the  elect  were  imputed  to  Christ,  as  we 
presume  he  does,  why  does  he  not  say  so  at  once  boldly 
as  Dr.  Emmons  and  his  followers  do  ?  He  would 
offend  the  Dutch  Church.  No  doubt  of  it.  Hence 
this  business  of  insinuation. 

Then  he  rebukes  the  doctrine  of  definite  atonement, 

I 

as  limiting  the  gospel  offer  to  a  few,  which  not  one  in 
ten  thousand  of  its  advocates  have  ever  done,  as  he  very 
well  knows.  If  he  believes  that  Christ  died  for  the 
?oat3  as  much  as  for  the  sheep— if  he  believes  that  he 
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died,  that  every  human  being  might  become  the  rights 
eousness  of  God  in  him — if  he  thinks  that  Christ  atoned 
for  every  sin  that  ever  was  committed  upon  earth,  why 
not  speak  out  boldly  ?  The  Dutch  Church  again,  the 
synod  of  Dort  and  its  Confession  of  Faith  again. 

We  have  next  the  castigatory  rod  applied  to  the  doc¬ 
trine  of  man’s  inability,  since  the  fall,  to  obey  God’s 
commandments.  He  says,  “  if  we  mean  a  want  of  na¬ 
tural  power,” — how  equivocal !  If  we  mean  that  man 
has  not  a  human  body  endowed  with  five  senses,  and 
a  human  soul  endowed  with  intellectual  and  active 
powers.  Yes,  we  do.  But  who  ever  did  this? 
Why,  no  one  that  either  we  or  the  doctor  have  heard 
of.  What  then  ?  Man  can,  without  the  regenerating 
influences  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  believe  in  and  love  God, 
and  obey  all  his  commandments .  in  his  fallen  state. 
This  is  his  doctrine.  The  Bible  says,  and  so  do  the 
canons  of  the  Dutch  church,  that  no  man  can  come 
to  Christ,  except  the  Father  draws  him,”  for  they  are 
dead  in  trespasses  and  sins.  A  Mr.  Gillespie,  of  Scot*  ' 
land,  has  published  a  number  of  sentimental  essays, 
which  he  calls  sermons,  and  entitles  them  the  Seasons. 
In  one  of  them  he  says,  man  is  not  by  nature  dead, 
but  sleeping.”  This  is  plain  and  honest,  however  at 
war  with  the  declarations  of  Scripture.  Why  was 

Dr.  Y - not  so  plain  ?  Orthodox  Dutchmen  would 

have  been  alarmed. 

He  proceeds  to  say,  that  the  doctrines  of  the  Dutch 
church  give  no  countenance  to  the  tenets  he  reproves. 
It  is  true  that  his  caricature  of  God’s  truth  is  not  in  the 
Dutch  formulas  ;  but  he  knows  well  that  the  doctrines 
at  which  he  aims  the  blows,  are  the  very  doctrines  d 
>  those  canoBS,  to  which  he  is  bound  by  vow. 
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He  next  proceeds  to  inform  us  that  some  may  think 
the  opinion,  which  he  reprobates,  so  important  as  to  be 
made  terms  of  communion.  We  hope  the  preacher 
will  cancel  this  part  of  the  note.  Who  ever  thought 
of  making  it  a  term  of  communion,  that  a  man  must  be 
willing  to  be  damned  for  the  glory  of  God,  before  he 
t  can  be  thought  a  believer  ?  Who  would  have  it  made 

I  a  term  of  communion,  that  our  blessed  Lord  was  the 
greatest  sinner  in  the  world  ?  Who  would  have  it  made 
a  term  of  communion,  that  the  Gospel  offer  should  not 
\  be  made  to  all  and  every  creature?  Who  w^ould  have 

I  •' 

I  it  made  a  term  of  communion,  that  men  have  not  natu¬ 
ral  power,  i.  e.  have  not  the  five  bodily  senses,  and 
the  mental  faculties  of  human  beings  ?  Now,  we  hope 
this  part  of  the  note  will  be  revoked.  For  it  does 
not  apply  to  those  faithful  men  who  in  the  judicatories 
of  the  Dutch  church,  raise  their  voice  against  the  er¬ 
rors  of  the  Hopkinsian  school,  and  wish  to  have  all 
who  oppose  publickly  the  principles  of  their  ecclesias¬ 
tical  canons,  brought  to  censure.  It  does  not  apply  to 
the  Reformed  Presbyterians,  •who  endeavour  to  have 
all  their  members  to  believe  their  terms  of  ecclesias¬ 
tical  union.  In  short,  it  applies  to  no  one  that  we  have 
ever  heard  or  read  of.  * 

Dr.  Y -  must  not  think,  by  one  short  note,  to 

I  prostrate  all  the  formulas  of  the  Protestant  churches, 
and,  with  a  dash  of  his  pen,  demolish  the  fair  fabric  of 
truth,  .which  our  fathers  have  been  erecting  for  ages. 
The  doctrine  of  imputation  is  the  glory  of  the  Chris- 
ilan  system,  will  shine  for  ever  in.  the  firmament  of 
i  ;race,  and  it  shall  be  forever  sung,  glory  to  him  thal 
nas  w^ashed  us  in  his  blood  from  all  our  sin?. 
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EEVIEW  OF  A  REAL  DUTCHMAN. 

“  The  standards  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  church,  ex¬ 
culpated  from  the  charge  of  teaching  indefinite  atone¬ 
ment,  or  a  reply  to  the  Dutchman.  By  a  reid  Dutch¬ 
man.’*  pp.  28.  12mo.  Patterson,  1823. 

The  pamphlet  to  which  this  professes  to  be,  and 
really  is,  a  solid  reply,  we  have  noticed  in  a  fonaer 
number  of  this  journal.  The  attempt  of  the  Dutch¬ 
man  to  fasten  upon  the  Dutch  Confession  the  Hopkin- 
sian  error  of  ;\n  indefinite  atonement,  or  the  doctrine 
that  Christ  died  for  the  whole  human  family,  betravs 
either  SO  much  ignorance  or  perverseness  that  w  e  really 
wonder  how  any  one  could  summon  up  sufficient  courage 
to  make  it.  The  pamphlet  before  us  professes  to  vindi¬ 
cate  them  from  the  charge  ;  the  task  is  not  difficult,  and 
the  author  certainly  does  succeed  in  the  entire  accom¬ 
plishment  of  all  that  he  professes. 

The  faith  of  the  Dutch  church  respecting  the  ex¬ 
tent  of  the  atonement  expressed  in  her  standards,  and 
standard  WTiters  cannot  be  misunderstood  by  any  sen¬ 
sible  man,  who  peruses  them  with  honest  intentions.  No¬ 
thing  could  be  more  uncrindid  than  the  attempt  of  the 
Dutchman  to  press  into  the  service  of  Armenianism. 
those  parts  of  the  Dutch  formulas,  and  of  Calvanistic 
writers,  which  assert  the  sufficiency  of  the  atonement, 
made  by  our  Lord,  for  the  redemption  of  every  indi¬ 
vidual  of  our  race,  had  the  author  of  our  redemption 
so  intended.  The  Dutchman  may  possibly  have  so  lit¬ 
tle  knowledge  of  the  doctrines  of  grace,  as  to  think  that 
this  view  of  the  value  of  the  atonement  does  support 
the  doctrinf"  of  James  Armenius,  of  the  Hopkinsians, 
and  of  the  Methodists^  that  Christ  died  for  the  sins  of 
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all  men  equally  ;  but  he  ought  to  have  known,  and  we 
fear  he  did  know',  that  the  framers  of  the  Dutch  stand¬ 
ards,  Turrettin,  Calvin,  &c.  never  admitted  his  infe¬ 
rence,  and  did  always  maint^un  that  Christ  died  for  the 
elect  only.  On  this  subject,  we  would  make  one  re¬ 
mark  for  the  benefit  of  the  Dutchman  : — The  efficacy 
of  the  atonement  does  not  rest  in  its  intrinsic  value  on¬ 
ly,  but  in  the  covenant  stipulation  of  God,  the  Father, 
to  accept  it  for  the  redemption  of  those  w  hom  he  gave 
to  the  Son  to  be  redeemed.  It  must,  indeed,  have  an 
intrinsic  w  orth  to  be  accepted  of  the  Father,  otherwise 
he  would  have  dishonoured  his  justice  by  its  accep¬ 
tance  as  a  ransom  price  for  the  deliverance  of  the  cap¬ 
tive  ;  but,  unless  he  had  agreed  to  accept  it,  the  sinner 
could  never  have  been  delivered  iVom  sin  on  its  ac¬ 
count.  Ignorance  of  this  princijde  appears  to  us  to  lie 
at  the  basis  of  all  the  errors,  timt  have  disturbed  the 
repose  of  the  church,  on  this  sub  ject,  from  the  days  of 
Peiagius  to  the  present  time.  “  1  have  given  him  for  a 
covenant  of  the  people,’’  is  the  declaration  of  the  Father 
with  respect  to  Christ.  Our  Lord  says,  “  of  all  that  the 
Father  hath  given  me  I  have  lost  none.”  For  what 
were  they  given  ?  If  not  to  be  redeemed,  we  can  con¬ 
ceive  of  no  other  object.  , 

This  distinction  sheds  light  on  the  whole  reasonings 
of  the  Calvanistic  writers,  and  illustrates  the  concinnity 
of  the  system  which  represents  the  atonement  as  infi¬ 
nitely  valuable,  while,  at  the  same  time,  it  is  limited  by 
covenant  stipulation  to  the  elect — to  those  to  whom  it 
shall  be  effectujdly  applied  for  the  recovery. 

We  should  have  been  happy  had  the  real  Dutchman 
given  a  little  more  attention  to  accuracy  and  neatness 
of  composition,  and  abstained  from  sonae  harshness  of 
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expression,  in  which  he  occasionally  indulges.  Then* 
is,  indeed,  a  most  remarkable  contrast  between  this 
j>amphlet,  and  the  Effectual  Preacher,  which  is  review¬ 
ed  above.  The  composition  of  the  latter  is  neat  and 
accurate,  and  exhibits  some  taste,  while  its  matter  is 
so  light  and  vapid,  that  after  having  read  it,  we  can 
scarcely  remember  a  single  thought  that  it  contains. 
The  former,  now  before  us,  pays  no  attention  to  dress 
or  style,' while  it  discovers  solid  thought,  much  research, 
and  deep  knowledge  of  the  doctrines  of  salvation. 

For  the  information  of  pur  readers,  we  may  record 
the  fact  tliat  several  ministers  of  the  Reformed  Dutch 
church  have  seceded  from  the  general  synod,  and  form 
cd  a  separate,  or  secession  classes,  among  whom  is  thi; 

Dr.  rrCcllgu.  *1  here  is  much  in  this  pamphle; 
on  this  subject,  with  which  we  do  not  intermeddle  a; 
present,  but  confine  ourselves  to  the  doctrinal  discus 
sions.  We  hope  the  Dutch  church  will  never  thank 
such  defenders  as  the  Dutchman  which  this  pamphle' 
answers  :  non  tali  auxilio.  On  this  subject  we  onlj 
remark  farther,  that  tlie  author  of  the  Dutchman  does 
not,  wc  apprehend,  reside  in  New-Jersey,  as  the  au- 
*  thor  of  this  pamphlet  seems  to  think,  but  is  farthe; 
north,  and  nearer  to  the  region  where  the  new  divinit  ’ 
is  manufactured. 

We  now  present  our  readers  w  1th  some  extracts  frorj 
the  real  Dutchman,  as  they  contain  valuable  informa* 
tion.  pp.  12-19. 

The  reader  may  find  much  more  on  this  subject  in 
“  Willson  on  Atonement.” 

.  .  The  Dutchman  pretends  that  he  has  given  us  a  fair 
specimen  of  the  views  of  the  several  churches 
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lepresented”  in  the  Synod  of  Dordrecht:  But  of  this 
.  I  shall  leave  the  reader  to  judge;  .when  I  shall  have 
given  a  specimen  of  the  opinion  of  the  divines  of  one 
of  the  churches  he  has  quoted,  and  an  abstract  of  the 
views  of  the  several  churches  composing  this  famous 
Synod,  and  taken  from  their  proceedings,  which  I  have 
before  me.  And  after  all  his  art  in  leaving  out  the 
opinions  of  some  altogether  and  mutilating  those  of 
others  from  whom  he  has  quoted,  what  has  he  gained 
but  an  admission  which  no  one  will  deny,  viz  :  that  the 
death  of  Christ  is  sufficiently  valuable  to  expiate  the 
sins  of  all  men  ?  I  would  ask  the  candid  reader,  I  would 
ask  the  Dutchman  himself,  upon  more  mature  reflec¬ 
tion,  whether  he  has  quoted  fairly  from  the  sentiments 
.of  the  Palatinate  divines,  and  win  ther  they  held  to  a 
universal  atonement,  when  they  express  themselves  as 
follows  “  God  the  Father,  set  apart  Christ  to  redeem 
and  make  reconciliation  for  our  sins,  by  the  same  love^ 
through'  which  he  destined  the  elect  to  everlasting  life,^^ 
Christ  died,  rose  again,  and  he  intercedes  in  Heaven  for 
.elect  believers,  both  in  their  stead  and  for  their  good  ?” 
The  following  abstract  will  show  still  further  how  fair¬ 
ly  he  has  quoted  from  their  proceedings.-  The  British 
divines  stated  as  their  opinion,.  ‘‘  By  the  special  Jove 
and  intention  both  of  God  the  Father  and  of  Christ, 
Messiah  laid  down  his  life  for  the  elects  that  he  might 
procure  for  them  eternal  life,  and  infallibly  confer  it 
upon  them.  Christ  is  the  Saviour  of  one  body,,  even 
of  the  church,  Epb.  5.  21,  therefore  be  not  only  has 
procured  salvation  for  his  church,  but  he  actually  puts 
them  in  possession  of  it.  He  is  the  mediator  of  the 
new  covenant,.  Jer«  31»  31,  whieb  be  has  ratified  by 
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his  death.  The  blessings  promised  in  this  covenant 
are  pardon  of  sin  and  sanctification  through  the 
spirit,  which  are  really  applied.  All  those  for  whorr 
Jesus  diedy  shall  experience  the  efficacy  of  his  death  y  foi 
the  mortification  of  sin  ;  and  they  shall  become  kings  am 
priests  unto  God.^^  The  statement  exhibited  by  the 
delegates  of  Transylvania,  is  much  to  the  same  effect 

The  absolute  will  and  purpose  of  God  in  deliverin; 

'  up  his  Son  to  death,  and  of  his  Son  enduring  it,  was  tha 
reconciliation  with  God  and  eternal  life  might  be  pro- 

t  • 

cured  for  all  those  who  were  from  eternity  elected  to 
eternal  life  and  for  those  alone.  According  to  this  un¬ 
alterable  purpose  of  the  Father  and  the  Son,  Christ  the 
mediator’has  procured  remission  of  sin,  reconciliation 
with  God  and  everlasting  life  for  the  elect  alone y  who 
shall  be  saved  by  his  death  on  the  cross  ;  and  this  pro- 
enrementof  salvation  and  its  application  are  of  the  same 
^xtenty 

The  deputies  from  the  Synod  of  Bdgic  Gaul  gave 
their  suffrage  to  the  same  doctrine  of  definite  atone¬ 
ment  in  the  following  words.  “  The  price  of  redemp¬ 
tion  which  Christ  paid  to  his  Father  is  of  such  dignity 
and  value,  that  it  w'ould  have  been  sufficient  to  have 
redeemed  the  whole*  human  race  had  it  been  destined 
by  the  Fatlier  for  that  purpose  ;'but  agreeably  to  the 
Scriptures,  he  died  for  those  only  who  actually  believe. 
Such  was  the  will  of  the  Father  in  sending  his  Son  and 
of  the  Son  in  dying.** 

The  death,  resurrection  and  intercession  as  well  as 
the  blessings  which  flow  from  such  a  reconciliation, 
justification,  pardon  of  sin,  sanctification  and  life  eter¬ 
nal  are  mdissolubly  connected  together.  They  ought 
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Botto  be,  they  cannot  be  seperated.  Christ  was  made 
a  propitiation  for  sin,  not  without  faith,  but  through 
faith  ;  nor  is  there  any  effect  represented  in  Scripture 
as  flowing  from  it,  but  to  those  who  believe  in  Christ 
and  have  communion  with  him.” 

‘‘  The  delegates  from  Hesse,  gave  their  opinion  as 
follows  :  The  second  proposition”  (of  the  Armenians) 
“which  asserts  that  Christ  by  his  death  on  the  cross, 
merited  reconciliation  and  pardon  of  sin  for  all,  may  be 
admitted  if  understood  in  a  qualifled  sense.  If  it  be  un¬ 
derstood  that  so  great  is  the  value  and  dignity  of  his 
atonement,  that  through  it  all  might  be  saved,  would 
they  believe  ?  we  would  assent  to  it,  for  sometimes 
orthodox  divines  have  used  the  phrase  in  that  sense. 
But  if  they  mean  that  he  procured  actual  remission  of 
sin  and  restoration  to  the  divine  favour,  for  those  who 
shall  eternally  perish,  the  propositions  ought  to  be 
rejected  as  erroneous.  It  can  by  no  means  be  asserted 
with  truth,  that  Christ  procured  the  actual  remission 
of  sin  and  reconciliation,  so  that  by  his  death  all  men 
are  reconciled  to  God,  are  redeemed,  and  have  a  right 
10  pardon  of  sin  and  eternal  life.*  All  the  blessings 
which  he  procured,  were  for  his  sheep,  that  is  for  the 
•elect,  whom  the  father  gave  to  him,  to  save  with  an 
everlasting  salvation  ;  to  them  and  not  to  others,  do 
the  blessings  of  his  purchase  belong. 

The  Swiss  divines  express  themselves  as  follows : 

Christ  according  to  the  eternal  purpose  and  good 
pleasure  of  the  Father  procured  by  his  death  and 
obedience,  remission,  reconciliation  with  Gofl,  restora¬ 
tion  to  the  divine  favour,  justification  before  God,  sal¬ 
vation  or  eternal  glory  for  all  the  elect,  and  for  the 
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elect  alone,  and  not  for  the  whole  world,  since  he  ob¬ 
tained  h  for  believers,  both  under  the  Old  and  New  Testa¬ 
ment,  so  that  he  will  apply  it  to  those  very  believers  for 
whom  he  hath  procured  it.  “  VVe  deny,”  say  they, 
“  that  according  to  the  eternal  purpose  of  the  Father, 
or  his  own,  Christ  Jesus  hath  procured  salvation  indis¬ 
criminately  for  all  men  as  fallen  sinners.^  We  deny 
that  the  death  of  Christ  and  its  fruits  can  be  seperated, 
so  that  his  death  was  in  the  room  of  more  than  those 
who  are  embraced  in  his  resurrection  and  intercession. 
We  have  learned  from  the  Holy  Scriptures,  that  he 
was  raised  for  those  for  w  hose  offices  he  was  deliver¬ 
ed,  that  he  opens  for  them  a  way  into  the  Heavenly 
sanctuary  and  “  that  he  ever  liveth  to  make  interces¬ 
sion  for  them.” 

The  delegates  from  the  Netherlands,  from  Nassau, 
from  the  seven  united  provinces  and  from  Geneva,  all 
speak  the  same  language,  and  give  their  suffrages  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  a  definite  atonement.  The  harmony  of  senti¬ 
ments,  in  the  divines  who  formed  this  Synod,  is  indeed 
surprising,  when  we  consider  that  they  came  from 
different  countries,  remote  from  each  other,  that  they 
spake  different  languages,  and  had  been  trained  under 
different  customs  and  usages.  But  this  harmony  did 
not  long  prevail  in  the  churches.  It  was  interrupted 
by  Amyraut,  professor  of  Theology  at  Saumur  and  his 
coadjutors,  who  taught  with  very  little  variation,  the 
doctrines  of  modem  Hopkinsiasm,  as  we  shall*  present¬ 
ly  have  ■  occasion  to  show  in  quoting  from  professor 
Turrettin.  Since  that  period,  the  doctrine  of  univer- 
*sal  atonement  has  contaminated  the  British  churches, 
destroyed  the  once  flourishing  churches  of  France 
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established  by  Calvin  and  Beza,  infected  most  of  the 
reformed  churches  on  the  continent,  and  at  length  after 
skulking  for  some  time  in  disguise,  it  has  dared,  openly, 
to  pollute  the  streams  of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Churcl. 
in  America. 

The  Dutchman.  I  confess,  has  made  a  most  excel¬ 
lent  selection  of  authors,  and  to  their  verdict,  I  wouh. 
cheerfully  submit  the  question,  whether  Christ  die(. 
for  all  men,  or  for  the  elect  only.  But  who  couL* 
ever  have  thought,  that  these  authors,  so  clearly,  s  i 
unequivocally,  and  most  of  thert)  so  pointedly  in  favou/ 
of  the  doctrine  of  definite  atonement,  would  ever  havti 
been  summoned  to  give  testimony  in  favour  of  senti; 
ments,  against  which  they  professedly  write  ?  The 
candid  reader  is  requested  to  examine  the  Dutchman’s 
quotations  from  them,  and  he  will  find  that  although 
they  havd  been  tortured  to  confess  against  themselves, 
yet  nothing  can  be  extracted  from  them,  but  what  no¬ 
body  who  is  concerned  m  the  present  controversy  de¬ 
nies,  viz.  the  infinite  value  of  the  atonement,  and  by 
consulting  them,  he  will  discover  that  the  moment  the 
extent  of  the  atonement,  (or  for  whom  Christ  died)  be¬ 
comes  a  question  they  universally  restrict  and  limit  it 
to  the  elect.  It  will  be  unnecessary  to  follow  the 
Dutchman  in  every  quotation,  because  it  would  be 
going  over  the  same  tract  too  often. 

I  shall  confine  myself  to  Professor  Turrettin  and 
Witsius,  as  fair  specimens  of  all  the  rest.  I  have  se¬ 
lected  these  two  from  among  them,  because  the  for¬ 
mer  was  professor  of  Theology,  at  Geneva,  a  successor 
of  Calvin  and  Beza,  and  will  give  us  some  idea  in  what 
manner  the  extent  of  the  atonement  was  considered  bv 
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these  reformers,  and  taught  in  their  school  ;  and  be¬ 
cause  the  hitter  was  professor  of  Divinity,  in  three  of 
the  universities  of  Holland,  and  consequently  will  con¬ 
vince  every  unprejudiced  mind,  that  the  church,  from 
whence  w^e  have  our  origin,  in  her  purer  days,  did  not 
think  that  an  all-sufficient  atonement,  and  an  atonement 
for  all  men,  were  synonymous,  buttaught  and  believed 
that  Christ  died  for  the  elect,  and  for  them  only. 

Turrettin,  on  the  extent  of  the  atonement  after  giv¬ 
ing  the  view's  of  the  Armenians  on  this  subject,  pro¬ 
ceeds — “  Though  these  views  relative  to  the  extent  of 
the  atonement,  are  not  fully  embraced  by  any  of  the 
clergy  in  our  church,  yet  there  are  some  of  our  minis¬ 
ters  who  defend  the  doctrine  of  universal  grace,  and 
in  explaining  their  views  of  this  subject,  give  great 
countenance  to  not  a  few  of  these  Armenian  tenets,  nay, 
in  a  great  measure  adopt  them  as  their  own.  That 
they  may  evince  a  philanthropy,  a  love  of  God  to¬ 
wards  the  whole  human  family,  they  maintain  that 
Christ  was  sent  into  the  w  orld  by  the  Father  as  a  vmi-* 
versal  remedy,  to  procure  salvation  for  all  men  under 
the  condition  of  faith.  They  say  that  though  the  fruit 
and  efficacy  of  Christ's  death  will  be  enjoye<l  and  ex¬ 
perienced  by  a  few  only,  on  whom  God,  by  a  special 
decree,  has  determined  to  bestow  them,  yet  Christ 
died  with  an  intention  to  save  all  provided  they  would 
believe.  In  this  manner  they  teach  that  the  decree  of 
the  death  of  Christ  preceded  the  decree  of  election — 
that  in  sending  Christ  into  the  world,  no  special  re¬ 
spect  was  had  to  the  elect  any  more  than  to  the  repro¬ 
bate,  and  that  Christ  was  equally  appointed  to  be  the 
Saviour  of  all  men.  They  even  distinctly  assert  that 
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salvation  was  not  intended  to  be  procured  for  any  par¬ 
ticular  persons,  but  the  possibility  of  salvation  was  pro¬ 
cured  for  all.  This  they  tell  us  was  effected  by  the 
removal  of  obstacles  which  justice  placed  in  the  way 
of  man’s  salvation,  which  was  done  by  rendering  satis¬ 
faction  to  justice,  and  thus  opening  a  door  of  salvation, 
that  God  reconciled  by  the  atonement,  might  in  consis¬ 
tency  with  the  claims  of  justice,  think  of  entering  into 
a  new  covenant  with  man,  and  of  bestowing  upon  him 
salvation.  But  as  God  foresaw  that  on  account  of  the 
wickedness  of  their  hearts  none  would  believe  in 
Christ,  he,  by  another  special  decree,  determined  to 
bestow  upon  some  faith,  thus  enabling  them  to  accept 
of  salvation,  and  become  partakers  of  it  ;  while  the 
rest  of  the  human  family  would  remain  in  unbelief, 
and  on  its  account  would  be  condemned.” 

He  then  proceeds  to  designate  several  writers  who 
maintain  these  sentiments  which  he  considers  errone¬ 
ous,  and  among  them  Amyraut,  whose  views,  we  en¬ 
gaged  to  notice.  “  Hear  also  what  Amyraut  says,  the 
redemption  purchased  by  Christ  may  be  considered  in 
two  respects — 1.  Absolutely  in  relation  to  those  who 
actually  embrace  it. — 2.  Conditionally,  as  offered  on 
such  terms,  that  if  any  one  wdll  accept  it  he  shall  be¬ 
come  a  partaker  of  it.  In  the  former  respect  it  is  li¬ 
mited,  in  the  1  alter  universal.  In  like  manner  its  des¬ 
tination  is  two-fold  ;  particular  as  having  the  decree  to 
bestow  fiith  connected  with  it ;  universal  when  it  is 
considered  separately  from  this  decree.  Though  all 
agree  in  this,  that  Christ  died  for  all  men,  yet  they  ex-, 
plain  themselves  differently  in  relation  to  the  manner 
in  which  he  died  for  all.  They  all  come  to  this  point, 
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lat  Christ  satisfied  for  all  men  severally  and  collec- 
;Vely,  and  obtained  for  them  remission  of  sins  and  sal- 
ation  ;  of  which  if  any  are  deprived,  the  cause  is  not 
0  be  sought  in  any  insufficiency  of  Christ’s  death,  nor 
.'f  any  failure  of  will  and  intention  on  his  part,  but  in 
;he  unbelief  alone,  of  those  who  wickedly  and  obsti- 
:iately  reject  the  salvation  of  Christ.”  In  opposition 

*0  this,  he  gives  us  the  sentiment  of  the  reformed 

% 

.;hurch.  “  But  the  common  opinion  of  the  reformed 
;hurch,”  says  he,  “  is,  that  Christ,  from  the  mere  good 
^deasure  of  his  father,  was  set  apart,  and  given  as  a 
Redeemer  and  Head  not  to  all  men^  but  to  a  definite  num^ 
beVy  whoy  by  a  decree  of  Gody  constitute  his  mystical  bo¬ 
dy.  They  maintain  that  for  these  alonCy  Christ,  per¬ 
fectly  acquainted  with  the  nature  and  extent  of  the 
work  to  which  he  was  called,  and  knovying  whom  he 
was  called  to  save,  and  to  accomplish  the  decree. of 
heir  election,  and  the  counsel  of  his  father,  was  wil¬ 
ing  and  determined  to  offer  himself  up  a  sacrifice  in 
lis  death,  and  to  the  price  of  his  death  added  an  all-* 
•fficient,  special  intention,  and  will,  to  substitute  him- 
elf  in  their  room  and  acquire  for  them  faith  and  sal¬ 
tation. 

“  He  then  concedes,  as  the  Dutchman  quotes,  that  the 
tonement  would  have  been  sufficient  for  the  redemp¬ 
tion  of  the  whole  human  family,  had  it  appeared  good 
10  God  to  extend  it  to  the  whole  world,  which  no  one, 
who  believes  that  it  is  sufficient  for  one  sinner,  can  de¬ 
ny.  But  “the  pivot,”  says  he,  “on  which  the  contro¬ 
versy  turns,  is  what  was  the  purpose  of  the  Father  in 
sending  his  Son  to  die,  and  the  object  which  Christ  had 
lU  view  in  dying ;  not  what  is  the  value  and  efficacy  of 
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his  death !”  Again,  ‘‘  the  question  is  whether  the  sure¬ 
tyship,  and  satisfaction  of  Christ  were,  by  the  will  and 
purpose  of  Christ,  destined  for  every  individual  of 
Adam’s  posterity,  as  our  opponents  teach  ;  or  for  the 
elect  only  as  we  maintain.  He  then,  by  a  train  of  ar¬ 
guments,  refutes  the  doctrine  of  indefinite  atonement, 
and  establishes  the  truth,  that  the  atonement  is  restrict¬ 
ed  to  a  definite  number,  the  elect  ;  I  could  have  wash¬ 
ed  for  room  to  have  inserted  the  whole  of  this  argu¬ 
ment,  because  I  do  consider  it  a  most  complete  refuta¬ 
tion  of  the  errors  prevalent  in  our  church.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  is  given  as  a  specimen.  “  Christ  died  for  those 
only  for  whom  he  procured,  and  to  whom  he  applies 
Salvation.  As  he  procured  and  applies  salvation  to. the 
elect  only,  hence,  for  them  only  he  died.  That  Christ 
did  not  die  for  any  but  those  for  whom  he  procured 
salvation,  and  to  whom  he  will  apply,  it  appears,  1st. 
From  the  object  of  Chri^d;’s  death.  His  death  was 
destined  by  God  to  procure  salvation  for  us.  2d.  The 
procurement  cannot  be  separated  from  the  application  ; 
what  other  end  can  there  be  in  procuring  a  thing,  but 
that  it  may  be  applied  ?  A  thing  is  procured  in  vain 
which  is  never  applied.  Hence  it  follows,  that  if  sal¬ 
vation  is  procured  for  us,  it  will  and  must  be  applied 
to  us.  If  it  be  not  applied  to  ail,  but  to  the  elect  only,, 
then  it  was  not  procured  for  all,  but  for  the  elect  only.” 

I  do  now  ask,  does  professor  Turretin,  a.s  the  Dutch¬ 
man  insinuates,  admit  that  Christ  died  for  all  men,  when 
he  acknowledges  the  atonement  to  be  of  infinite  value  { 
Was  that  the  opinion  of  the  Reformed  Churches  ?  Can 
we  think  that  the  reformers,  Calvin  and  Beza  taught 

die  doctrine  of  unlimited  atonement  in  the  Genevian. 
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school,  and  that  this  pious  and  learned  author  departed 
at  such  an  early  period  from  the  sentiments  of  his  pre¬ 
decessors  ? 

Professor  Witsius  in  Book  II.  chap.  9.  has  the  fol¬ 
lowing  remarks  :  “  we  should  have  no  certainty  of  all 
those  things  which  is  proper  for  us  to  know,  for  the 
glory  of  the  Lord  Christ,  and  our  own  consolation, 
concerning  his  suretyship  and  satisfaction,  did  it  not 
also  appear  for  whom  he  satistied,  according  to  his 
engagement.  The  solution  of  this  question  is  indeed 
of  very  great  moment ;  but  it  does  not  appear  very 
difficult  if  we  only  attend  to  the  nature  of  Christ’s  sure¬ 
tyship  and  satisfaction,  which  we  have  already  ex¬ 
plained,  proved  and  defended  from  the  scriptures. — 
Por  since  Christ  did,  by  his  engagement  undertake  to 
cancel  all  the  debt  of  those  persons,  for  whom  he  en¬ 
gaged,  as  if  it  was  his  own,  by  suffering  what  was  meet 
and  to  fuldl  all  righteousness  in  their  room  ;  and  since 
he  has  most  fully  performed  this  by  his  satisfaction,  as 
much  as  if  these  themselves  had  endured  all  the  punish¬ 
ment  due  to  their  sins,  and  had  accomplished  all 
righteousness  ;  the  consequence  is,  that  he  has  enga¬ 
ged  and  satistied  for  all  those,  and  those  only,  wffio  are 
actually  saved  from  their  sins.  Reason  clearly  teaches 
ihis.  For  Christ  neither  engaged,  nor  satisfied  but  for 
those  whose  person  he  sustained.  Which  Armenilis 
himself  frankly  owns.  Moreover  that  anv  of  those, 
whose  person  Christ  sustained,  and  for  whom  he  satisr 
lied  as  their  surety,  should  be  obliged  to  satisfy  for 
ihe  same  debt,  by  eternal  death,  is  most  inconsistent 
with  the  faithfulness  and  justice  of  God.  Nor  does  it., 
on  any  account,  appear  possible,  that  any  one  should 
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So  earnest  plead,  that  Christ  died  for  all  and  every  one 
in  particular,  till  he  has  first  weakened  the  force  of 
that  expression,  to  die  for  any  one,  by  which  w^e  lately 
made  appear  against  Socinians,  is  denoted  a  substitu¬ 
tion  in  the  place  of  another.”  But  that  which  appears 
impossible  to  this  author,  for  any  man  in  good  earnest 
to  do,  the  Dutchman  attempts,  and  what  is  stHl  worse, 
he  would  have  us  believe  that  this  same  Witsius  -is 
guilty  of  the  very  inconsistency  he  reprobates.  What 
a  strange  Dutchman  is  this  ! 

It  would  be  an  easy  matter  to  show  from  the  rest  of 
the  authors  whom  the  Dutchman  has  quoted,  that  they 
do  not  view  the  atonement  of  Christ  as  having  beea 
made  for  all  men,  and  they  wish  not  to  be  understood 
in  that  light  when  they  admit  the  sufficiency  of  the 
atonement.  The  celebrated  Du  Moulin,  one  of  the 
commissioners  appointed  by  the  Reformed  Church  of 
France  to  attend  the  famous  Synod  of  Dort,  who  had 
the  best  opportunities  of  being  acquainted  with  the  sen- 
Uments  of  Calvin  and  Beza,  in  a  letter  to  the  Synod  of 
.Alencon,  charges  Cameron,  who  first  taught  the  system 
of  indefinite  atonement,  which  was  afterwards  adopted 
and  improved  upon  by  Amyraut,  with  an  attempt  to 
confute  the  reformers,  and  denies  that  they  taughFthat 
Christ  died  for  all  men.  I  have  only  to  mention,  that 
Parens  was  the  intimate  friend  of  Ursinus,  and  publish¬ 
ed  his  comment  on  the  Heidelburgh  catechism,  and  no 
friend  of  consistency  w  ill  believe  that  he  taught  an  in¬ 
definite  atonement.” 
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Having  halted  at  an  inn  in  the  village  ofGreensburgL. 
ivhere  the  accommodations  were  altogether  agreeable, 
i  walked  out,  while  the  man  of  the  stable  provided  for 
our  horses.  According  to  my  custom  I  entered  into 
conversations  with  three  or  four  persons,  and  was  de¬ 
trained  a  little  longer  than  I  intended  on  my  ramble;  and 
on  returning,  Donald  was  gone.  No  one  could  tell 
which  way  he  had  set  his  face,  nor  any  fact  respecting 
him,  but  that  he  bad  paid  both  bis  own  bill  and  mine, 
and  had  rode  oflF.  I  looked  along  the  streets  and  paved 
roads,  in  hopes  of  discovering  him  yet  in  sight,  but  in 
vain.  I  was  bending  my  way  towards  Pittsburgh,  and 
jrom  some  hints  that  Donald  had  dropped,  thought  he 
was  journeying  in  the  same  direction,  and  I  anticipated 
much  pleasure  from  his  society.  Mine,  I  had  thought, 
was  not  disagreeable  to  him,  but  it  now  appeared,  I  was* 
mistaken,  as  he  deserted  me  so  unceremoniously.  Who 
was  he  ?  Why  should  he  leave  me  ?  Why  pay  my  bill  ? 
Which  way  was  he  travelling?  were  questions  that 
started  up  to  my  mind  in  quick  succession.  I  thought 
of  Mentor,  who  accompanied  Telemachiis  in  search  of 
his  father  Ulysses  :  so  strongly  do  the  classic  tales  of 
our  youth  fasten  themselves  upon  us,  though  we  al¬ 
ways  knew  that  the  facts  which  they  represent,  never 
cxisteil  but  in  imagination.  Then  the  appearance  of 
angels  under  the  forms  of  men,  was  suggested  to  my 
busy  curiosity  ;  and  though  I  knew  all  this  to  be  mere 
imjigination,  yet  it  did  not  a  little  increase  my  interest 
in  the  stranger,  who  had  so  precipitately  abairJ.oned  me* 
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We  often  rush  into  great  extremes  in  exercising  the 
discussive  faculty,  and  I  did  on  that  occasion.  Perhaps 
his  character  would  not  bear  examination,  and  he  wish¬ 
ed  to  avoid  scrutiny:  Perhaps  my  mode  of  travelling 
though  in  my  own  estimation  economical,  was  too  ex¬ 
pensive  for  him.  '  Perhaps  he  was  near  home  and  wish¬ 
ed  to  avoid  the  exercise  of  hospitality  by  asking  me  to 
his  house,  which  might  be  on  the  way  side  ;  but  why 
should  he  pay  my  bill  ?  Though  we  had  paid  for  one 
another,  on  two  or  three  occasions,  it  was  indelicate 
when  leaving  me  so  abruptly.  Then,  after  all,  our 
social  intercourse  had  been  so  short  I  had  no  reason  to 
bhme  him  for  all  that  he  had  done,  and  all  these  sug¬ 
gestions  only  indicated  that  this  traveller  had  gained  an 
interest  in  my  esteem  very  unusual  for  so  transient  a 
wayfiring  acquaintance.  I  had  some  hope  that  during 
the  remainder  of  our  earthly  pilgrimage  our  paths 
might  meet  somewhere  ahead,  and  bring  us  together 
for  a  while  again  :  and  this  is  almost  all  w  e  may  hope 
for  in  relation  to  many  of  our  dearest  friends,  with 
whom  we  can  expect  to  travel  only  occasionally,  for  a 
few’  transient  hours. 

I  did  not  travel  far  until  a  decent  looking  house  of 
entertainment  tempted  me  to  look  for  lodgings  until  the 
following  day,  though  the  sun  was  lingering  far  above 
the  western  horizon  in  his  course  down  the  arch  of 
heaven.  Here  I  met  w  ith  scarcely  any  incident  worth 
recording.  The  appearance  of  the  landlady  was  very 
genteel  ;  she  was  very  cheerful,  and  seemed  to  be  in 
good  humour  with  all  the  world,  f  did  not  see  the  host 
until  we  w'ere  seated  at  the  tea-table,  when  a  man  of 
decent  appearance  entered  the  room  and  said  something 
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to  the  lioste&s  which  I  did  not  distinctly  hear.  Her 
eye-brows  were  instantly  knit  together,  and  all  her 
sternness,  more  than  one  would  have  thought  inhabited 
her  soul,  w^as  gathered  into  her  countenance  ;  and 
scowling  upon  him,  she  said  that  should  have  been  done 
yesterday.  To  which  he  replied,  “  I  could  not  do  it 
alone  ;  you  should  have  helped  me.”  At  first  I  took 
him  for  a  steward  or  some  dependent  officer  of  the 
household,  but  I  soon  found  that  he  was  the  house- 
liolder  and  the, husband  of  my  landlady.  When  the 
tea-table  was  removed  and  his  wife  left  the  room,  he 
became  pleasant  and;  was  quite  intelligent.  How  many 
are  the  ills  wdiich  we  inflict  on  ourselves  by  our  evil 
passions.'  This  couple  like  too  many,  others,  who 
should  have  sought,  and  seeking  would  hare  found, 
their  greatest  earthly  comforts  in  the  endearments  of 
each  others’  society,  planted  thorns  for  themselves 
under  the.  pillow  of  enjoynaent.  Perhaps  he  was  a 
domestic  tyrant,  for  I  think  this  is  usually  the  cause  of 
the  misfortune  which  evidently  cursed  this  household.  * 
1  retired  to  rest  meditating  upon  the  woes  which  miser^ 
able,  fallen  man,  brings  upon  himself,  and  the  comforts 
of  which  be  voluntarily  deprives  himself:  I  thought 
too  of  those  I  had  left  behind,  the  high  mountains  that 
intervened,  and  storms  that  roared  between  us.  Had 
!  ever  given  uneasiness  to  a  friend  by  an  unkind. look 
or  word,  it  rose  before  me  in  the  darkness  of  the  bedt 
chamber,  to  chide  me,  and  I  resolved  to.endeavour  in 
all  time  coming  to  love  my  neighbour  as  myself,  and 
employ  my  utmost  efforts  to  promote  the  happiness  of 
my  species.  The  dark  frown  of  the  wife  to  the  bus- 
hand,  though  he  may.  have  merited  reminded  me  of 
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llic  neglect  with  which  the  Christion  often  treats  his 
Lord,  who  merited  only  kindness  and  love^  while  other 
objects  are  entertained  with  an  affection  most  impro¬ 
perly  bestowed. 

On  the  next  day  I  prosecuted  my  journey  towards 
Pittsburgh,  where  I  arrived  early  in  the  afternoon.  I 
had  previously  made  myself  acqujiinted  with  the  geo¬ 
graphy  or  rather  topagraphy  of  the:  country  in  that  re¬ 
gion,  of  which,  as  accurate  details  can  be  found  else*- 
where,  and  I  shall  not  record  them  here.  This  city 
was  for  many  years  and  still  is  the  great  depot  of  mer¬ 
chandize  for  the  extensive  and  rapidly  increasing  settle- 
D>ents  of  the  western  regions  of  the  United  States.— 
Fifty  years  ago  it  was  at  the  extreme  verge  ol  the  habi¬ 
tations  of  civilized  man,  and  now  it  is  a  large  city  with 
powerful  resources  daily  accumulating.  Two  noble 
rivers,  the  Monongohela  and  the  Alleghany,  with  their 
tributary  streams, -bring  together  at  this  place  the  wa-^ 
ters  from  more  than  one  hundred  miles  of  the  western 
side  of  the  Alleghany  mountains,  and  wash  in  their 
meanderings  rich  countries,  where  agriculture  flour¬ 
ishes,  and  where  numerous  and  prosperous  villages, 
are  rapidly  growing  in  wealth  and  importance.  The 
liills  between  which  the  rivers  flow,  are  high  and  cojv- 
cred  with  deep  forests  to  their  summits,  while  in  their 
bosoms  are  embedded  exhaustless  miiies  of  pit  coal. — 
Two  miles  above  the  city  I  entered  by  the  paved  road, 
an  extensive  and  fertile  plain  bordering  the  south  side 
t^fthe  Alleghany  river,  and  soon  saw  a  dark  cleud  over  • 
hanging  the  city,  and  still  darker  pillars  of  smoke  ris-» 
ing  from  the  furnaces  of  great  factories,  and  curling 
their  weaving  tops  as  they  were  shaken  aiul  ready  to  be 


872 


4 


Travels  of  Titus  in  the  United  States, 

dissipated  by  the  breezes.  On  a  nearer  approach,  the 
roofs  and  walls  of  the  houses  were  seen  dark  and 
blackish,  and  the  whole  city  presented  the  aspect  of  a 
place  hundreds  of  years  old,  and  nothing  of  the  gay, 
light  and  beautiful  appearance  of  youth'  which  1  had 
anticipated.  Massy  buildings  of  brick  and  stone  crowd¬ 
ed  along  narrow  streets,  with  no  relief  of  public  walks, 
parks,  or  gardens:  all  this  contrasted  with  the  magni¬ 
ficent  rivers,  towering  hills,  waving  forests,  gardens, 
orchards,  farms  and  country  seats,  on  the  neighbouring 
eminances  imparted  to  the  whole  scenery  a  character 
of  stateliness  and  grandeur,  with  a  mixture  of  the  som¬ 
bre  that  is  perhaps  peculiar  to  this  city.  On  the  first 
view  the  w^orks  of  art  fell  below,  as  those  of  nature  ex¬ 
ceeded  my  expectations.  How  much  I  should  have 
been  gratified,  to  have  had  Donald  by  my  side,  and 
heard  his  remarks,  perhaps  he  is  here  before  me,  and 
1  shall  have  the  felicity  to  meet  him. 

-  I  had  entered  but  a  little  way  into  one  of  the  streets 
until  the  remark  of  Eneas  when  he  entered  Carthage,' 
was  suggested,  “  fervet  opus” — the  work  glow's  ;  every 
one  seemed  to  be  busy.  The  sound  of  hammers  in 
the  work  shops,  the  rattling  of  machinery,  and.  the 
spirit  of  activity  that  seemed  to  animate  the  whole  mass 
of  the  city,  and  make  every  thing  active,  avvakened 
new  and  pleasing  trains  of  reflection  respecting  the 
labours  and  energies  of  human  society.  After  alight¬ 
ing  at  the  door  of  a  public  house  in  Wood-street,  next 
to  the  hostler,  the  first  person  1  met  was  Donald,  but 
he  w  as  just  mounting  his  horse,  to  depart  and  we  had 
time  for  a  salutation  only.  - 

Here  I  met  with  every  thing  necessary  for  comfort 
in  abundance,  furnished  at  the  hotel,  with  that  promp- 
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iitude  and  in  that  uncremonious  manner  that  suits  my 
inclination.  As  I  reclined  on  a  settee,  in  a  room  which 
i  occupied  alone,  what  thought  I  is  the  condition  of  the 
greater  part  of  the  twelve  thousand  souls,  which  a  few 
years  have  brought  together  and  organized  into  a  so** 
cial  body  amongst  the  forests  and  rivers  of  the  we^  ? 
While  they  are,  young  and  old,  plying  their  labours 
from  the  dawn  o£  day  till  late  at  night,  w  hile  they  are 
extracting  w  ealth  from  the  mines  in  the  adjoining  hills, 
and  in  the  mountains  I  have  left  behind,  and  while  they 
are  levying  contributions  upon  the  population  of  the 
surrounding  country,  upon  thousands  of  travellers,  and 
upon  hosts  of  emigrants,  are  they  growing  in  intellec? 
tual  improvement,  in  refinement  of  manners,  in  moral 
sentiment,  and  above  all  in  religion — in  the  knowledge 
of  the  true  God  of  the  way  of  salvation  ?  Is  the  multU 
plication  of  human  beings,  in  these  regions  an  increase 
of  moral  strength  to  the  nation,  an  enlai^ement  of  the 
boundaries  of  the  church,  and  an  increase  of  her  power 
among  the  nations  ?  Or  is  it  so  “  that  like  the  sombre 
cloud  that  over  this  city,  obscures  the  light  of  the  orb 
of  day,  darkness  overhangs  the  prospects  of  many’’ 
even  the  mass  of  these  busy  thousands  ? 

While  thus  musing,  I  w  as  summoned  to  the  evening 
repast,  where  many  persons  of  different  appearance 
were  assembled,  all  of  whom  seemed  to  be  at  their  ease, 
as  those  who  are  naturalized  to  any  residence.  A  per¬ 
son  of  reverend  appearance  asked  a  blessing  upon  the 
provision  of  the  table,  and  all  behaved  with  decorum, 
with  the  exception  of  a  few  that  seemed  rather  impa¬ 
tient  to  address  themselves  to  the  furniture  of  a  plenti¬ 
ful  table.  The  Presbyterian  clergyman,  for  such  he 
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proved  to  be,  who  blessed  the  meat,  sat  next  to  m\ 
self.  His  dress  was  plain,  decent,  and  every  way  be 
coming  his  grave  and  important  profession.  He  did  not 
engage  much  in  the  conversation,  which  turned  chiefly 
on  the  subject  of  governmental  encouragement  to  do¬ 
mestic  manufactures,  then  slid  into  political  topics,  anti 
next  w'e  had  a  spirited  conversation  on  the  subject  of 
congress  electing  a  Socinian  chaplain.  Though  sonic 
vindicated  the  measure,  yet  the  general  sentiment  was 
decidedly  in  opposition.  One  gentleman,  whose  dia 
lect  evinced  that  he  was  from  New-England,  said,  reli 
gion  has  nothing  to  do  with  politics  ;  and  if  a  Socinian 
chaplain  ought  not  to  be  elected,  w’e  might  next  say 
that  a  Socinian  ought  not  to  be  President,  and  so  we 
must  run  counter  to  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States,  which  prescribed  no  such  qualification. 

Sir,  said  the  clergyman,  is  that  sound  logic  ?  allow 
me  to  ask.  The  constitution  does  not  exclude  profane 
swearers,  nor  drunkards  from  the  presidential  chair  ; 
and  do  you  think  we  should  act  unconstitutionally  iti 
attempting  to  preserve  the  chair  of  state  free  from  such 
pollution  ?  No,  Sir,  replied  the  New-Englander,  you 
do  not  compare  Socinianism  with  such  vices.  To  be 
quite  frank  with  you,  said  the  clergyman,  I  do  think  it 
not  merely  as  bad  as  those  -vices  I  have  named,  but 
much  worse.  We  generally  in  this  region  ef  country 
believe  the  Bible  -  teaches  what  the  great  mass  of  pro; 
fessors  of.the  Christian  religion  have  maintained  foi 
nearly  eighteen  centuries,  that  Jesus  Christ  is  God 
over  all  blessed  forever,”  and  hence  he  who  would  de 
ny  him  that  honour  and  glory,  we  think  assails  the  glo 
ry  of  the  Godhead,  that  he  makes  w^ar  upon  the  foun 
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Uin  of  all  law,  and  is  consequently  not  qualified  to  ad¬ 
minister  the  laws  of  a  Christian  nation.  We  canvas 
freely  public  men’s  character  in  all  the  important  as¬ 
pects  in  which  it  is  exhibited  before  society.  This  is 
not  new,  you  know,  Sir,' in  the  United  States.  You 
will  recollect  the  opposition  made  in  New-England,  to 
the  election  of  the  third  President,  on  the  ground  of 
bis  real  or  supposed  infidelity.  We  think  Socinianism 
has  no  better  hopes  of  salv^ation  than  Deism,  while  it 
is  more  insidious,  and  consequently  more  dangerous. 
Let  the  professors  of  religion,  west  of  the  mountains, 
be  assured  that  any  man  is  a  Socinian,  and  though  he 
were  as  great  as  our  first  President,  and  as  democratic 
as  our  third,  they  will  oppose  his  elevation  to  the  pre¬ 
sidency,  and  they  are  a  great  and  powerful  body.  They 
do  not  mean  to  honour  the  enemies  of  the  Redeemer  ; 
md  if  they  ,  sometimes  do,  which  must  be  admitted,  it  is 
through  ignorance  or  mistake,  and  not  by  design. 

Sir,  said  the  other  gentleman,  there  is  a  clergyman 
in  this  city  from  whom  T  should  have  expected  to  hear 
such  sentiments  ;  from  you  I  did  not.  No  !  said  the 
clergyman,  you  may  hear  them  not  only  from  the  cler¬ 
gy  generally,  when  the  topic  is  introduced,  but  from 
nearly  all  the  good  people  w  est  of  the  mountains.  Sir, 
answered  the  Bostonian,  (for  a  Bostonian  he  was,)  I  am 
no  Socinian,  but  I  like  liberality,'  and  if  a  man  be  a  good 
man,  it  matters  not  with  me  what  his  opinions  are. 
What ! .  said  the  clergyman,  even  if  they  are  atheisti¬ 
cal  ? 

Here  the  conversation  ended,  and  the  clergyman  was 
^hown  by  our  host  into  my  room.  He  was  from  the 
.neiglibonrhood,  seemed  to  be  well  known,  and  was  to 
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lodge  in  a  private  house  with  some  friend.  Who,  Sii. 
said  1,  may  I  ask,  is  that  clergyman  of  this  city  to  whom 
there  was  an  allusion  at  the  tea-table  ? — He.  A  Re¬ 
formed  Presbyterian  gentlemen,  I  presume,  who  has  a 
respectable  congregation  in  Pittsburgh,  and  who  be¬ 
longs  to  a  body  of  Presbyterians,  that  lay  much  em- 
phasis  on  the  moral,  and,  I  believe,  religious  qualifica¬ 


tions  of  civil  rulers.  /.  They  are  in  the  right,  I  think, 
Sir,  are  they  not  ?  “  When  the  wicked  bear  rule,  the 
people  mourn,”  is  the  declaration  of  the  Bible.  You 
know,  besides,  that  when  idolaters  and  wicked  men 
filled  the  Jewish  throne,  great  profligacy  of  manners 
prevailed,  and  the  people  suffered  from  divine  judg¬ 
ments.  On  the  other  hand,  when  they  who  did  right 
in  the  eyes  of  the  Lord,  ruled,  the  people  were  de- 
•I’out  and  prosperous.  All  this  is  for  our  instruction. 
He.  It  is  worth  consideration,  undoubtedly. 

The  effects  of  party,  I  thought,  were  visible  in  thL- 
short  and  dry  remark.  However  much  this  sensible, 
good  man,  was  interested  in  the  subject,  he  did  not  ap¬ 
pear  willing  to  say  much  in  praise  of  a  denomination, 
to  which  he  was  not  himself  attached  ;  so  I  dropped 
the  subject,  congratulating  my  country  at  the  preva¬ 
lence  of  correct  opinions,  among  the  people  of  a  sec¬ 
tion  daily  becoming  more  populous,  and  sincerely  wish¬ 
ing  that  his  representation  was  a  just  one,  as  1  doubt 
not  he  thought  it  to  be.  Many  circumstances  which  1 
learned,  during  my  stay  in  Pittsburgh,  certainly  favour¬ 
ed  his  account  of  the  prevalence  of  the  sentiment^ 
which  he  advocated.  Among  other  facts,  I  learned 
that  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  clergj'man  had  been 
settled  in  Pittsburgh  about  24  years — that  when  he 
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first  visited  the  west,  there  were  not  more  than  twelve 
persons,  on  that  side  of  the  mountains,  known  to  be  in 
communion  with  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  church, 
and  that  at  the  time  of  my  tour,  there  were  six  con¬ 
gregations  of  that  body  in  Pittsburgh,  and  the  surround¬ 
ing  countr}',  and  that  they  were  rapidly  on  the  increase 
— that  their  ministers  are  learned,— and  that  the  peo¬ 
ple  are  intelligent  and  devout. 

In  Pittsburgh  there  are  one  Reformed  Presbyterian 
church,  two  Presbyterian  churches,  one  Associate  Re¬ 
formed,  one'Associate,  one  Episcopal,  one  Methodist, 
and  one  Roman  Catholic,  a  University,  and  many  other 
public  institutions.  Trade  and  manufactures  flourish, 
while  the  cultivation  of  the  mind  rather  languishes.  I 
regretted  to  hear  much  profanity,  and  to  witness  much 
intemperance.  The  power  of  religion  and  literature^ 
and  the  influence  of  trade,  accumulating  wealth  will 
meliorate  the  manners,  cultivate  the  mind,  and  polish 
society  in  this  young,  interesting  and  prosperous  city# 
Its  position,  highly  favoured  bj"  manufacturing  and  com¬ 
mercial  facilities,  give  it  commanding  influence  on  the 
western  section  of  the  union.  It  even  now  more  tlian 
rivals  most  cities  of  its  magnitude  in  the  Atlantic  states  ; 
and,  with  the  blessing  of  Heaven,  what  will  it  do  in 
half  a  century  more  ? 

(To  be  continued.) 


-  BACKSLIDING  INTO  RUIN. 

The  following  short  narrative  taken  from  llterifl 

itiatter  of  fact,  fell  in  a  great  part  under  our  own  obser- 

vatiefe.  It  contains  an  awful  warning  to  youth.  Mr* 

was  the  son  of  a  methodist  preacher,  and 
24 
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resided  in  Philadelphia  for  some  years  previously  lo 
the  declaration  of  the  late  war,  where  he  was  married, 
had  one  child,  and  lived  in  comfort,  though  not  in  opu¬ 
lence.  In  the  spring  of  1 8 1 3,  he  received  a  lieutenant's 
commission  in  the  regular  service,  and  early  in  the 
same  summer,  he  was  stationed  at  Bedford,  (Pa.) 
where  there  was  a  recruiting  rendezvous.  His  age  was 
probably  about  twenty-five.  He  was  of  a  tall  and  man¬ 
ly  figure,  of  plain  and  rather  dignified  manners,  and  in 
his  social  habits  rather  reserved  and  distant.  Though 
not  awkward,  yet  he  had  evidently  seen  nothing  of 
w^hat  is  called  polite  society,  and  knew  nothing  of  the 
fashionable.  When  he  came  to  Bedford,  his  constant 
habit  was  to  carry  in  his  pocket,  and  read  much  a  Me¬ 
thodist  Hymn  Book.  Bedford  w'as  at  that  time  and 
still  is,  a  place  of  considerable  resort  for  the  gay  and 
fashionable,  during  the  w^arm  weather  of  summer. — 
'fherc  w^crc  in  1813,  also  several  young  officers  of  the 
army,  attending  the  springs,  on  furlough,  or  stationed 
there  by  the  government.  There  were  card  parties 
very  frequently,  perhaps  every  evening,  but  they  did 
not  play  for  money,  at  least  not  for  larger  sums,  gene¬ 
rally,  than  one  or  two  shillings — an  affair  unhappily 
considered  harmless  by  many  who  would  probably  w  ish 
to  be  thought  religious  people. 

Here  w  ere  also  frequent  dancing  assemblies,  where 
too  some  resorted  who  had  made  a  profession  of  reli¬ 
gion  in  the  Lord’s  supper.  Lieutenant  -  at  first 

would  not  sit  in  a  room  w  here  cards  w^re  played,  but 
would  retire  to  read  or  sing  hymns,  nor  would  he 
countenance  by  his  presence,  any  dancing  party. — 
How'  much  he  was  taunted,  bantered,  flattered  bv  hi« 
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jrother  officers,  and  other  gay  and  thoughtless  people, 
we  know  not,  nor  indeed  certainly  that  he  was  at  all. 
But  it  ivas  not  many  weeks  before  he  would  sit  in  the 
room  and  look  oh  while  the  card  players  were  occu¬ 
pied  around  their  profane  tables  ;  and  his  aversion 
to  such  sinful  amusements  w^as  evidently  w’eakening. 
Ills  next  step  w^as  to  inquire  with  some  interest  into  the 
nature  of  the  game,  soon  after  which  he  began  to  take 
lessons,  and  in  short,  became  a  devoted  card  player, 
and  a  regular  attendent  on  the  balls,  and  was  very  for¬ 
ward  in  all  kinds  of  profane  amusement.  Though  he 
could  hardly  be  called  a  drunkard,  yet  he  was  fond  of 
ardent  liquors,  and  drank  pretty  copiously.*  He  be¬ 
came  vain,  and  profuse  in  his  dress  and  other  expendi¬ 
tures,  by  which  and  his  losses  at  play,  for  he  was  soon 
ready  to  play  for  money,  his  debts  were  accumulating^ 
while  the  w’ants  of  his  w  ife  and  family  left  behind  in 
Philadelphia,  w’ere  not  attended  to.  We  do  not  know 
Uiat  he  contracted  a  habit  of  profane  swearing,  but  cer¬ 
tainly  he  lost  nearly  all  sense  of  religion,  though  he 
wished  to  retain  the  character  of  an  honest  man,  and 
aimed  at  that  of  a  dashing  fine  genlicniah. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  war,  he  was  stationed  in 
i^hiladelphia,  attached  to  a  regiment  that  w  as  cantdned 
in  a  new^  and  large  edifice,  on  Mulberry,  above  Broad- 
street,  destined  for  a  city  prison-.  What  his  expendi¬ 
tures  here  were,  in  play,  drinking,  theatrical  amuse¬ 
ments  and  other  profligate  practices,  is  not  known. — 
But  he  kept  a  harlot  in  the  city,  wdiilc  his  wife  and  two 
children  were  neglected.  His  lieutenant’s  pay  was  far 
from  sufficient  to  meet  his  current  expenses,  much  less 
to  pay  his  debts.  He  did  ROt  wish  to  abandon  his  wufr 
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lo  wanij-noT  had  he  yet  advanced  so  far  in  crime,  as  to 
be  willing  that  his  inflimy  should  be  known.  The 
pressure  of  his  debts  seems  to  have  awakened  his  con¬ 


science,  which  probably  ,  had  never  been  altogether 


silent.  He  determined  to  make  an  efl'ort  to  break  off 


his  connection  with  the  harlot,  to  free  himself  from 

that  source  of  expense  ;  and  intimated  to  her  his  dc- 

fcrmination.  This  was  in  the  autumn  of  1815,  two 
% 

years  and  a  half  after  the  commencement  of  his  career 
of  crime.  The  lewd  woman  told  him  that  did  he  aban¬ 


don  her,  or  withdraw  her  support,  she  would  proclaim 
his  connection  with  her.  and  threatened  also  to  inform 


his  wife.  Bad  as  he  was,  he  could  not  bear  to  let  his 
unhappy  vvife  know  the  extent  of  his  guilt,  nor  had  he 
■firmaess  enough  to  endure  the  w  rath  of  a  wmman  of 
ill  fame.  Were  this  a  fictitious  narrative,  w^e  might 
here  describe  his  agonies.  They  must  have  been 
dreadful;  but  we  must  adhere  to  matters  of  fact. — 
For  some  time  he  was  observed,  though  he  evidently 
strove  to  conceal  it,  to  be  melancholy,  and  much  de¬ 
pressed  in  spirit.  His  room  door  one  morning  wa^ 
opened  by  an  acquaintance,  and,  dreadful  to  behold' 
he  lay  beside  his  table  a  lifeless  corpse,  his  blood  and 
brains  sprinkled  on  the  table,  floor,  his  hair  scorched,  | 
his  forehead  torn  and  bloody.  In  his  hand  fistened  by  j 
the  grasp  of  death,  a  pistol,  the  instrument  which  he 
had  employed  in  the  deed  of  self  destruction.  On  the  , 
table  lay  a  paper  wdth  this  short  notice,  Others  may 
be  able  to  look  forward  into  futurity.  I  cannot.” —  ’ 

Wretched  man!  It  was  foturity  in  this  world  only  he 
regarded.  The  appearance  of  his  soul  blackened  w  itli 
deepest  guilt,  before  the  judgment  seat  of  Christ,  he  | 
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regarded  not.  Here  were  no  marks  of  insanity,  all 
was  deliberate,  and  evidently  the  result  of  reflection. 
When  the  youth,  who  has  been  brought  to  know  better, 
is  tempted  to  what  the  world  that  lieth  in  wickedness, 
call  innocent  amusements — the  card-table  and  the  ball, 

let  the  end — the  dreadful  end  of  Lieutenant - stare 

him  in  the  face;  Let  all  pray,  Lord  ‘‘  lead  us  rot 
into  temptation,”  and  look  to  the  Redeemer  for  strength 
to  escape  every  snare.- 


TRANSLATIONS  OF  THE  BIBLE. 

1.  Jlfghan.  Mathew  and  Mark,  Manuscript. 

2.  Mohegan:  Whole  Bible. 

3.  Arabec.  do. 

4.  Arawach.  Harmony  of  the  Four  Gospels^  i 
6.  Assam.  New  Testament. 

6.  Baloch.  Mark. 

7.  Bengalee.  Whole  Bible. 

8.  Bilochee.  New  Testament. - 

9.  Brazilian.  Whole  Bible. 

10.  Bugis.  Mark,  - 

11.  Burrnan.  New  Testament.* 

12.  Calmuch.  Parts  of  the  Four  Gospels. 

13.  Cashmere.  New  Testament. 

14.  Chinese.  Psalms,  Gospels,  and  Epistles.  All 
"jie  remainder  of  the  Bible  in  progress. 

15.  Cingalese.  Old  Testament  to  Proverbs; 

Xew  Testament. 

16.  Creole.  New  Testament.' - 

17.  Esquimaux.  Acts,  Gospels,  Romans,  Corintbi-  * 
^ns,  and  Ephesians. 
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18.  Farmosan,  Matthew  and  John;*  * 

1 9.  Greenland.  Parts  of  the  Old,  and  the  New  Tes¬ 
tament. 

20.  Guzarettee.  *  New  Testament. 

2 1 .  Hindostanee.  N ew  T estament.  Old  in  progress. 

22.  Kumata.  New  Testament. 

23.  Lapponese.  Psalms,  Proverbs,  and  New  Tes¬ 
tament. 

24.  Macassar.  Mark. 

25.  Mahratta.  New  Testament.  Old  in  progress. 

26.  Malay.  Whole  Bible. 

27.  Maldivian.  Gospels.  Remainder  of  the  New  in 

progress.  ... 

28.  Mexican.  Proverbs,  Gospeb,  and  Epistles. 

29.  Mixtecan.  Gospels  and  Epistles. 

30.  Nepalese.  New  Testament  in  progress. 

31.  Orissa.  Old  and  New  in  progress. 

32.  Persic.  Whole  Bible. 

33.  Portuguese.  do.  Modern  version. 

34.  Sarameca.  Gospels. 

35.  Shikh.  New  Testament  in  progress. 

36.  Sungskrit.  Old  and  New  in  progress. 

37.  Tamul.  Whole  Bible, 

.>8.  Telinga.  do. 

39.  Turkish.  do. 

The  above  account  is  condensed  from  the  Appendix 
10  Brown’s  History  of  Missions.  Bible  Societies  were 
then  in  their  infancy  ;  the  progress  of  this  great  and 
iilessed  work  of  translating  the  Word  of  God  into  the 
languages  of  the  Heathen,  has  advanced  during  the  ten 
years  that  have  since  elapsed,  with  unexampled  rapidity. 
He  acknowledges  that  the  list  was  imperfect  in  1813i 


Translations  of  the  Bible.  2Q3' 

We  hare  good  reason  to  think  that  nearly  all  the  trans¬ 
lations,  that  were  then  in  progress,  are  now  completed, 
and  we  know  that  very  many  others  have  been  com¬ 
menced  since,  of  some  of  which  we  give  a  list  below. 
Estimating  the  population  of  China,  at  30p,000,000, 
those  thirty-nine  contained  in  Brown’s  catalogue,  toge¬ 
ther  with  the  forty-five  below,  ^embrace  a  heathen 
population  of  at  least  460,000,000  more  than  half  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  globe.  The  older  versions  into 
the  modern  languages  of  Christendom,  embrace  a  popu¬ 
lation  of  about  150,000,000  ;  in  all  600,000,000.  In 
a  short  time  the  Holy  Scriptures  will  be  translated  into 
the  languages  of  all  the  earth.  This  may  wxll  excite 
«ur  gratitude  and  admiration. 

Translations  undertaken  or  finished  in  ten  year^* 

40.  Romanese.  New  Testament 

•tr.  Russ.  Whole  Bible  in  progress. 

42.  Modern  Greek,  Whole  Bible,  do. 

43.  Amharic.  do. 

44.  Abyssinians.  do. 

45.  Chinese.  Whole  Bible  completed. 

46.  Taheitan.  Luke. 

47.  Maltese.  Whole  Bible  in  progress. 

48.  Carshun.  New  Testament. 

49.  Scherwashian.  do. 

50.  Tshcremishian.  do. 

61.  Samogitian.  Whole  Bible. 

52.  J\agai  Tartar.  do. 

53.  Mongolian.  do. 

54.  Turkish  Armenian,  do. 

'  55.  Aranburgh  Tartar y  do.  .  ‘ 

•56.  Karelian.  do.. 
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67. 

Tartar  Hebrew.  Whole  Bible. 
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Mordwashian. 

do.  in 

progress. 

69. 

Astiaheian. 

do. 

do. 

00. 

Mogulian. 

do. 

do. 

61. 

Samojedian. 

do. 

do. 

62. 

Tungusian. 

do. 

do. 

63. 

Tshapoginian. 

do. 

do. 

64. 

Sittonian.  New  Testament. 

65. 

Estonian. 

do. 

66. 

Hindu.  Whole  Bible.  . 

67. 

Bruj.  New  Testament 

68. 

Kufihuna. 

do. 

69. 

Kashmura. 

do. 

70. 

Bihanur. 

do. 

71. 

Oodypore. 

do. 

72.. 

Marwar. 

do.. 

73. 

Jugpore. 

do» 

• 

74. 

Kassee. 

do. 

‘ 

75. 

Wuch.^ 

do. 

‘ 

76. 

Harutee. 

do. 

77. 

Bitndelkhund. 

do.: 

78. 

Afooltanee. 

do.. 

79. 

Dagura. 

do. 

80. 

Southern  Sindh. 

do. 

81. 

Kutch. 

do. 

00 

Matueva. 

do. 

83. 

Magudaj 

do. 

84. 

North  Kashala. 

do.. 

85. 

Mithilee. 

do. 

86. 

Native  Irish. 

do. 

Those  commenced  since  1813,  we  have  taken  chiefly 
from  the  Report  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Socie- 
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1820.  VVe  have  separated  them,  to  show  that 
in  the  same  years  preceding  1820,  more  translations  of 
the  Scriptures  were  commenced,  than  had  been,  from 
the  Reformation^  almost  300  years.  This  amazingly 
accelerated  march  of  the  Bible  cause,  indicates  the 
near  approach  of  the  church’s  latter  day  glory  ! 


ECCLLSIASTICAL  STATISTICS. 

Vacant  Congregations  and  Unsupplied  Districts. 
Reformed  Presbyterian  Church,  30 
Dutch  Reformed  do.  50 

Presbyterian  do.  481  more  congregations 

than  clerg3"men,  in  which  it  is  presumed  there 
-  are  embraced  those  cases  in  which  two  or  more 
congregations  are  supplied  by  one  minister. 

Vermont  Congregations,  100. 

V^ermont,  towns  without  Presbyterian,  Congrega¬ 
tional,  or  Episcopal  Ministers,  81. 

Nevv-liampshire,  Vacant  Congregations,  100. 

Massachusetts,  do.  39. 

Baptist,  do.  1,035. 

Episcopal,  do.  300. 

In  Orange  and  Rockland  counties,  Nevv-York,  about' 
one  clergyman  for  everj'  two  thousand  souls. 

In  Virginia,  one  do.  for  every  four  thousand. 

The  number  of  Congregational  Clergy  in  Vermont 
in  seven  years  was  diminished  from  89  to  83,  w  hile  the 
population  was  rapidly  increasing.  It  ought  to  be  re¬ 
membered  too  that  when  estimates  are  made  and  tables 
formed  of  the  places  and  numbers  destitute  of  preach¬ 
ing,  those  districts  and  congregations  arc  not  included, 
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where  the  ignorant  and  illiterate  who  assume  the  name 
of  ministers  of  the  gospel  officiate. 

The  population  of  the  United  States  increases  an¬ 
nually  at  the  rate  of  300,000,  and  it  is  said  that  the  rate 
of  the  increase  of  the  Clergy  in  the  aggregate,  is  not 
more  than  sufficient  to  supply  the  one  lialf  of  the  an¬ 
nual  addition  to  our  population  ;  and  of  course  than 
150,000  souls  every  year,  or  1,500,000  every  census, 
is  left  without  any  means  of  religious  instruction. 

A  very  important  question  arises  here,  are  the  edu¬ 
cation  societies  a  good  project  for  supplying  the  church 
with  a  ministry  ?  We  think  not.  The  beneficiaries 
are  dependent.  Strong  temptations  are  presented  to 
engage  in  the  prosecution  of  learned  studies,  prepara¬ 
tory  to  the  ministry,  from  interested  motives.  It  is  a 
-source  of  supply  that  will  fail.  It  operates  as  a  dis¬ 
couragement  to  young  men  educated  by  their  parent? 
or  themselves  who  enter  on  the  ministry  without  the 
patronage  of  powerful  societies.  It  does  not  bring 
talent  into  action.  Christianize  the  government.  All 
other  means  will  fail. 


ITEMS  OF  INTELLIGENCE, 

^J'liC  council  of  Lnodicca,  which  is  supposed  to  have 
met  before  that  of  Nice,  held  325,  passed  a  decree, 
which,  from  its  hearing  on  the  subject  of  Psalmody, 
very  well  worthy  of  attention.  It  is  in  the  following 
W’ords  : — “  Ot*  iSiiTixy;  XsygerSat  ey  m  (KKXnc^o^, 

aXXa  /Ltcvx  ra  >ca-vovi)ca  xaiyrj; 

rrxXxiu;  that  no  private  psalms  ought  to  be  said 

or  read  in  the  churchy  nor  any  uncanonical  books,  but 
^nly  the.  canonical  books  of  the  Old  and  Kexv  Testaments 
-This  decree  evinces  (hat  before  its  passage  in  generri 
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council,  the  habit  of  reading,  and  of  course  singing,  pri¬ 
vate  psalms,  or  human  compositions,  in  the  worship  of 
God,  had  crept  into  the  church  ;  for  acts  are  not  passed 
either  in  church  or  state  prohibiting  evils,  until  they 
exist.  As  that  council  met  for  the  condemnation  of 
heresies,  it  is  rendered  almost  certain  that  these  hu-  • 
man  compositions  had  been  introduced  into  the  wor¬ 
ship  of  the  sanctuary  by  heretics.  It  proves  also  that 
the  standing  practice  of  the  great  body  of  the  church, 
had  been  to  use  the  inspired  psalms  only.  Dr.  Miller, 
in  his  reply  to  professor  Stuart,  on  the  subject  of  the 
eternal  Sonship  introduces  the  decree  of  the  council  of 
Nice,  condemning  the  Arian  heresy,  as  a  decisive 
proof  that  the  doctrine  of  the  trinity,  and  the  eternal 
Sonship  embraced  in  the  Nicene  creed  had  been  the 
commonly  received  doctrine  of  the  church  until  the 
time  of  the  council.  If  there  is  anyone  part  of  his 
book,  in  which  more  than  another,  he  is  most  trium¬ 
phant  over  his  opponent,  it  is  in  this.  Every  consider¬ 
ation  in  that  able  argument  of  the  Doctor’s  applies  with 
oqunl  force  in  favour  of  the  general  use  of  the  inspired 
psalms  in  the  church  down  to  the  beginning  of  the 
tburth  century. 

Augustin  bears  testimony  to  the  same  point,  he  says: 

— Deiaonstrans  ecclesiain  sitarn  non  in  rumoribus  Afri--  < 

corumy  sed  in  prescripto  legis,  in  prophetarum  predictis 
i/i  psalmorum  cantibuSy  hoc  est  in  omnibus  canocis 
librorum  auctoritatibus.  ‘‘  Let  them  demonstrate  their 
church  not  by  the  rumors  of  the  Africans,  but  by  the 
prescription  of  the  law,  the  predictions  the  prophets^ 
the  songs  of  the  psalms,  that  is  by  the  canonical  autho¬ 
rity  of  the  holy  books  of  the  Scriptures. 

We  give  the  translation  in  the  words  of  Dr.  Owen,, 
in  the  first  folio  volume  of  whose  commentary  on  the 
Hebrews,  in  one  of  the  prelectiones  (p.  2.  )  the  reader 
will  find  both  these  testimonies  in  behalf  of  the  use  of 
the  inspired  psalmody  daring  the  early  centuries  of 
the  Christian  era. 

By  the  “  songs  of  the  psalms he  evidently  means 
inspired  psalms  ;  for  the  singing  of  human  composures, 
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no  one  will  say,  is  a  demonstration  that  those  who  use 
them  constitute  the  true  church.  The  neglect  of  those 
against  whom  he  reasons,  to  use  inspired  songs,  he 
considers  a  defect  of  evidence  that  they  are  the  true 
church.  In  this  light  he  never  would  have  exhibited 
it,  had  the  use  of  the  songs  of  inspiration  not  been  the 
common,  the  generally  received  usage. 

Matthew  Carey  has  announced,  in  Philadelphia,  a 
work  of  which  he  is  the  author,  to  contain  a  history  of 
the  persecutions  which  Christians  have  suffered  from 
one  another.  .  As  far  as  we  can  judge  we  augur  no 
good  from  this  book  ;  but  we  hope  he  will  not  forget 
\rian  persecutions.  Here,  and  among  the  Roman 
Catholics,  he  will  find  plenty  of  materials  to  furnish  out 
a  large  volume. 

We  have  received  the  Philadelphia  edition  of  Kidd 
on  the  Sonship,  w’hich  we  announced  some  time  ago  as 
about  to  be  published,  by  Mr.  Alexander  To  war.  It 
is  from  the  press  of  J.  Anderson,  and  is  very  elegantly 
executed,  in  a  cheap  form  ;  as  it  is  comprized  in  356 
pages  duodecimo.  We  trust  that  this  enterprizing 
bookseller  will  be  amply  remunerated  in  the  speedy 
sale  of  this  admirable  defence  of  a  capital  doctrine  ot 
the  Christian’s  faith.  We  cannot  believe  that  the  Chris-, 
lian  people  of  our  country  will  permit  Dr.  Kidd’s  book 
to  lie  long  on  the  shelves  of  the  bookseller,  while  Eu¬ 
ropean  novels  are  bought  with  such  avidity. 

Lcipzic. — Book  Trade. — The  catalogue  of  the  Easter 
fair  of  1823,  at  Leipsic,  contains  the  names  of  2957 
new  works  that  have  appeared  since  the  September 
fair  of  1822.  Of  this  number,  190  are  novels,  484 
theological  treatises,  136  works  on  jurisprudence,  155 
on  medicine,  398  on  education,  184  on  the  belles  let- 
tres,  150  on  history,  137  on  the  natural  sciences,  378 
poetical  and  literary,  215  on  politics,  159  periodical 
publications,  30  on  philosophy,  32  on  the  military  art, 
95  in  the  French  language,  62  in  the  Danish,  3C  in 
Polish,  S;c. 
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